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Advancing Sustainability Initiatives at the 
Local Level



By the Numbers
• 24 Square Miles
• 76,000 Residents
• 200,000+ People Passing Through Daily
• 60+ Sites for Active and Passive Recreation
• 1,372 Acres of open space
• 28,650 Residential Units 
• 1,200 commercial properties & 2,400 businesses

A Snapshot of Cherry Hill



A Snapshot of Cherry Hill

Dynamics
• Mature Suburb
• Diverse Community with more than 70 languages spoken
• 25% of Residents have lived in their home for 
     over 25 Years
• 99% of Residents Live Within a  ½ mile of a Park 
• Known for great Schools, Shopping, Dining and More
• Transportation Hub



How are we able to get things 
done?



Team Effort – Shout-Outs

Councilmember Sangeeta Doshi

Councilmember  Jennifer Apell

Operations Manager Ari Messinger



Unique Structure of the Green Team and Environmental 
Board



Overview of the Green Team and Environmental 
Board



Recent Initiatives



Relationship with Sustainable Jersey & 
Other Stakeholders

Sustainable Jersey
• Partner with on Initiatives
• Use as a Sounding Board

Stakeholders
• Have Conversations with Larger Stakeholders
• Utilize Grants and Other Incentives



Recent Accomplishments



Tree Ordinance

Protecting our Trees
• Strong Restrictions on the Removal of Healthy Trees
• Establishment of a Tree Fund
• Making Vendors Liable as well as the Property Owners



Preserving Open Space

Purchase of Holly Ravine Farm
• Preserving the 23 Acre Property

Transformation of the Kingston Swim Club
• Multi-Use Park for Residents of All Ages
• Active and Passive Uses while Maximizing Greenery

Preservation of Springdale Farm
• Last Active Farm



Community Energy Plan

Planning for a Sustainable Energy Plan
• Provide a Blue Print for Energy Reduction

• Promotion of Energy Efficiency
• Reducing Transportation Emissions
• Supporting Renewable Energy

• Collaboration with the BPU and Sustainable Jersey



Items We Are Working Through



• Integrating EVs into our Municipal Fleet

• Substantial Tree Planting Initiative

• Energy Gold Certification

Challenges and Opportunities



Mayor David Fleisher
 
 DFleisher@chnj.gov
  856-488-7878

Contact Information

Ari Messinger – Operations Manager
  AMessinger@chnj.gov
  856-432-8760



Mayor’s Perspectives:  
Bogota

Mayor Daniele Fede
Borough of Bogota



Accomplishments
• Bogota Mayor 
• Experience in Sustainable Practices
• Charter Member Green Team 2014
• Charter Member Environmental Commission 1996
• Recertified Bronze 3X
• 4 Community Forestry Plans Approved



Successes
• Plastic Bag Bailer – Several Towns
• EPS Densifier and Regional 
Collection

• Tree Hazard Inventory in Park
• Mentored other towns on certification 
and collaborated on projects



Annual Shred Day



EPS Densifier



Densifier



Community Garden – 
USDA Grant



Challenges
• Smoke Tree Parks
• No Mow May
• Administration/DPW Buy In



Red Bank
Sustainability
A Mayor’s View

2023 - 2024



• 2.2 square miles
• Population 12,900  with many seniors and under 18s
• Popular destination: 

• Home to the Count Basie and Two River Theatres
• Thriving retail, restaurants and arts district
• Parks 

• Racially and economically diverse community
• Welcoming and inclusive

About Red Bank 



Who is in Red Bank

Fortunate to have a community of folks 
working in various fields of sustainability

• Active Green Team & EC
• Supportive council members
• Receptive employees in borough hall



Media in Red 
Bank
Hyper local news on most town happenings

– Red Bank Green (‘a town square for an 
unsquare town’) 

– Tap Into Red Bank
– Red Bank Patch 
– Social Media (facebook, Instagram, etc)
– This community reads & becomes involved 



Porchfest
• 100+ Musicians

• Benefiting HabCore

• Bike to porches

• Partnerships 
– Ez Ride
– Community groups



Porchfest
Pop-Up Bike Lanes

• Bike to porch music stops across Red 
Bank 

• Partnerships:
– EZ Ride
– Green Team
– Red Bank Police



Plastic Film 
Recycling
• Pilot project with SC Johnson 

– Buckets, promotional material

• Worked with the EC-GreenTeam & the Borough 

• Over 500 residents participate

• 5000 lbs collected so far, diverted from landfill for 
repurposing into pellets 



Skip The Stuff
• In partnership with Clean Water Action

• Take out/Deliver orders the following are by request 
only

– Plastic Utensils
– Condiment packets
– Napkins 

• Educational promotion via EC/GT



Mayor’s 
Wellness 
Campaign

• Part of a statewide initiative to foster healthier 
lifestyles and improved wellness.

• Mayor leads programs to promote health & wellness 
• 1st Fair held Nov 2023 
• Covid and Flu vaccines 

– Information on various health programs 
• 2nd event is May 2024 – Ride with the mayor 

– Partnership with The Heartwarming Center 
– Wally Tunison – instrumental to creating the Henry Hudson Trail

• Awarded Up and Coming Healthy Town by the Quality 
Institute of NJ



Environmental 
Commission / 
Green Team
• Very active

• Annual GreenFair with the Middle 
School

• Sustainable Red Bank Series

• Skip the Stuff ordinance

• Help with teen groups
– Seal Team (Clean Ocean Action)
– Dreamers club (Town clean ups)



Red Bank Seed 
Library
• Sponsored by the Red Bank Public 

Library 

• Plant propagation station

• Seed Library

• Seeds and plants donated by residents



Community 
Energy 
Aggregation
• Established via ordinance 

2020-19 

• Goal is 100% regionally 
sourced renewables by 
2030

• 7 municipalities 

• Red Bank is lead agent

• Not yet in place due to 
high bid prices









Thank You

Session slides will be available on sustainablejersey.com by 5/10.

Q & A


